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LATEST ACCOUNTS FROM THE SOUTH SEAS. 
(Concluded from page 84, vol. 4.) 


Translation of a letter from Pomaree, King of Otaheite, to the Rev. 
S. Marsden, senior chaplain of the colony of New South Wales. 


Moorea, AFAREAITU, 3d of July, 1817. 

Very Goop Frienp.—Health and prosperity to you, and also to 
your family the salvation of Jesus Christ, who is the true Saviour, 
by whom we can be saved. 

The word of God has taken great root, or, made mightily to grow 
here at Tahite, and also verily at Raiatea, and also in the other 
islands; the word of the true God is generally believed; he himself 
caused his word to take root, and therefore it succeeds in these bad 
countries. From ancient times these countries were perpetually 
enveloped in gross darkness, but at this present time they are illu- 
minated; by Jehovah himself the light was comn.unicated, conse- 
quently they are enlightened, and are brought to know and receive 
the excellent word; the Lord himself graciously sent us his word, 
therefore it is that we are now instructed. 

The idols of these countries are wholly abolished, they are burn- 
ed in the fire; also are abolished the various customs connected 
with them; they are totally cast away by the people, or populace: 
all this has been effected only by the word of God, and as we have 
been taught, and because of our great love to the word of God; yea, 
even in all the surrounding lands this goodly company are now 
praising, or extolling Jehovah, for this cause, his having made 
known his word to all his people or congregation. 

Do not criticise what I have written, do not smile at my blunders, 
and what is faulty; [ know not how to write as [ ought; I resem- 
ble an ignorant man; his word is easily miscenstrued when we 
write. My good friend, 1 am verily ashamed that | am se poor, 
having nothing that you may esteem, we area people of no judg- 
ment, to know what to send, nor have -we any thing that you may 
esteem acceptable. 

Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Crook, and Mr. Davies, are preparing to pub- 
lish the Bible; Monday, 30th of June, was the day they commen- 
ced to make preparation; all ‘Tahite is rejoicing at this event, or, 
this hy is cause of rejoicing to all Tahite. namely, the prepara. 
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tion of the publishing of the word of God. The word of Luke is 
nearly prepared; and the word of David, the word of Jonah, and 
also of Job. are very nearly prepared. 
Write to me, that I may know what you have to communicate, 
and let me particularly know what you desire. 
~ Health and happimess to you, and to your family the salvation of 
Jesus Christ, the true Saviour by whom we can be saved. 
I am, reverend sir, 
Yours, &c. 
KING POMARE, of Tahite, &c. &c, &c. 
Rev. S. Marsden. 


Letter from the Rev. George Burder, to the Rev. Dr. Haweis. 
CaMBERWELL, Jnne 30, 1818, 


My Dear Sir.—lI was favoured with yours of the 25th inst. inclo- 
sing Bicknell’s letter, of which due notice shail be taken. I be- 
lieve he is a faithful man, and has beea useful in various ways to the 
mission. 

I cannot but congratulate you, dear sir, on having lived to see the 
desire of your heart gratified by the success of that mission of which 
doubtless you are the father. I believe your utmost expectations 
are exceeded, and a work is begun which will spread through all 
the islands of the Southern Ocean. More letters havecome to hand, 
all confirming what we before heard. You know that the press is in 
operation, Pomare printed off the first sheets. He is most zealous 
in promoting reading and writing, not only near hume, but in dis- 
tant islands.—When Mr. Ormond was advancingtowards the socie- 
ty isles he met two vessels from Otaheite, and on making inquiry, 
he found on board one of them a man sent by Pomare to Chain Isl- 
and on purpose to teach the inhabitants to read, &c. and we under- 
stand that the natives of the surrounding and distant islands who 
visit Otaheite and observe the wonderful change, return home re- 
Jating what they have seen, and endeavouring to pruduce the same 
in their respective abodes. 

The brethren seem unhappily to havedisagreed among themselves 
as to the division of labour in the different islands, and also respec- 
ting the press, which we fear will prove a bone of contention, espe- 
cialty as the king is so attached to it, that he talks of following it 
wherever it goes. The directors therefore resolved, yesterday, to 
send out two presses more, one of which will, we hope, be shipped 
ina few days, and the other soon, as several ships are just about 
to sail. 

We are very much grieved at the extravagance of a committee, 
at Port Jackson, formed by desire of Mr. Marsden, to relieve him, 
who, in order to supply the new missionaries abuadastly, have 
drawn upon us, within a few months, for ore than 20001. On the 
receipt of the first bill, we wrote immediately to disallow any fur- 
ther proceedings by this committee, and allowing Mr. Marsden 
alone to lay out our money. 
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You have probably heard that Mr. Marsden has peen cruelly slan- 
dered and persecuted ina Sidney paper, under the sanction of go- 
veriment there. ‘The traducer is said to be the governour’s secre- 
tary. Mr. Marsden has obtained a verdict against the libeller, but 
they seem to wish to drive him from the country. We hope he will 
be able to stand his ground. 

The aspect of missionary affairs in the east brightens considera- 
bly. The truth begins to prevail. A great a!teration 1s visible for 
the better at Calcutta and Madras; amohg Europeans the influence 
of the Brahmins declines, and the poor Hindoos begin to be asham- 
ed of their idols. 

The two Buriats who visited St. Petersburg, in order to know 
the scriptures, have Hanslated some of the gospels into the Mougo- 
lian language, and have written to their prince on the subject, and 
are about to return to publish that gospel in their country, east of 
Irkutsk where our missionaries, lately arrived there, will probabl 
accompany them. Thus we approach the northern door of China. 

All events bespeak thegapproach of better days, which if you wit- 
ness not on earth, you assuredly will in heaven: for if angels rejoice, 
shall not the redeemed? 

Wishing you, dear sir, much support and consolation, under your 
lucreasing fir mities; Lam, with great esteem, 

Your affectionate brother, 


GEORGE BURDER. 
Rev Dr. Hawes, Bath. 


Our correspondent states in addition, that idolatry is universally 
destroyed in the islands above mentioned; that the idols have arriv- 
ed in England, are placed in the museum, where they can be viewed 
on application at the Mission house, Old Jewry, London. It is a'so 
mentioned that the communication between the two bodies of mis- 
sionaries is short, and easily performed in canoes. 





—— 


DOMESTICK. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The ninth annual meeting of the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, was held in the philosophical chamber 
of Yale College, September 10th and Lith, 1818. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE, 


Brethren -~By the lapse of each brief year, we are brought per- 
ceptibly nearer to those bright and gladdening scenes, to which, 
with sure direction, all things are tending. Attuned to millennial 
strains, the prophetick lyre has cheered long ages of prayer, and joy- 
ous anticipation. ‘The hopes were not fallacious; the prayers have 
been heard on high; the anticipations are beginning to be realized 
with augmenting joy. God has arisen to have mercy on Zion: for 
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the time to favour her, yea, the set time is come. Her children are 
at lenuth aroused to act Ons and as they advance, the opening and 
brightening prospects inspire them with fresh and increasing ani- 
mation. Blessed are our eyes, for they sees and our ears, for they 
hear. Thanks be unto HIM who hath the tides and the seasons in 
his own hand, that ours ts a day so auspicious; that to us the high 

rivilege is granted of bearing a partin the arduous, glorious work 
of such a days and that we are not without assurance, that our la- 
bour has not been, and will not be, in vain. 

Iv what is now to be submitted, in the way of annual report, your 
committee will observe the method whici they have heretolore 
alopted; passing .in review, first, our establishments abroad in 
their order, and then our operations and @bjects of attention at 


home. 
BOMBAY. 


At our last anniversary, the Rev. John Nichols and the Rev. Al- 
len Graves, who, together with others, had then recently been set 
apart by solemn consecration, and received the right hand of fellow- 
ship that they should go unto the heathen, were mettioned as being 
«destined for India, to strengthen our stations there,’ and soon to 
take their departure. Arrangements were accordingly made for the 

urpose with all convenient “despatch; and on the 5th of October, 
they with their wives, and Miss Philomela Thurston, who, wth the 
express approbation of your committee, was sacredly affianced to 
the Rev. Mr. Newell, embarked at Charlestown, on board the ship 
Saco, for Bombay. During the scenes of preparation and depar- 
ture, in their various conversations and attentions, in receiving the 
instructions, counsels and exhortations of the committee; and in ta- 
king final leave of their country, and friends, they severally mani- 
fested a spirit of love and of a sound mind; of enlightened sel f-re- 
nunciation. devotion to Christ, confidence in his all- sufficiency, and 
desire to make known his salvation among the heathen, which gave 
a highly satisfactory promise of fidelity and usefulness. And with 
may prayers and tears, they were affectionately and fervently 
commended to God and to the word of his grace. 

It is the pleasurable office of gratitude to record, that the Hon. 
William Gray, in a very obliging manner, declined receiving any 
remuneration for the excel'ent ac commodations, and abuudaut sup- 
ply of substantial provisions afforded to the missionaries, for theit 

ssage in hisship. And in furnishing them with various articles 
for their convenience, heaith and coimfort, benevolent individuals 
in Charlestown atid Boston, shewed a liberality and love to the 
eause, very gratifying to be remembered. 

V afted, for the most part, by favourable winds, and under the 
guardia care of Him who rules the raging of the sea, the Saco ar- 
rived at Bombay on the 23d of February. Excepting Mrs. Nichols, 
whose suflerings from sea sickness appear te have been uuusual in 
degree, and still inuré so iis duration, the missiouaries, while cross- 
ing the wide waters, enjoyeu a good measure of heaith. And unit 
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ed in fervent affection, favoured at the proper seasons with the pri- 
vileges of prayer and preaching, and engaged daily in stadies and 
exercises, according to rules early adopted, "for the improvement of 
their own minds and hearts, and for the benefit of the marisers, 
they passed the greater part of their time on board not unpleasant- 
ly, and, it is hoped, not unprofitabl y. 

By the brethren and sisters at Bombay, they were welcomed, 
with affectionate tenderness and grateful joy. 

Ina joint communication of March 28th, Messrs. Nichols and 
Graves express their grateful sense of their obligations to Divine 
Goodness, in the following terms:—* While reviewing the catalogue 
of mercies we have experienced since we left our vative land, we are 
constrained to make a renewed consecration of ourselves to our cove- 
nant God; we are bound to take the cupof salvation and cal! upon his 
name. Whether we remember the kindness of our christian friends 
in Anericas the unremitting assiduity of the prudential committee 
in providing for our comfort while on the ocean; the measure of 
health which most of our number have enjoyed; or our favourable 
reception at this place, we have equal occasion for gratitude and 
praise, Were the qt uiry tu be made, “Lacked ye auy thing?’ ‘ 
we would reply, +Nothing.” 

In the instructions given them by your committee, Mr. Nichols 
was directed to settle at Bombay, provided the door should be open- 
ei to him teres and Mr. Graves to proceed thence to Ceylon, un- 
less, in the concurrent judgment of the brethren at Bombay, *par- 
ticular circumstances should render it expeciont for him to abide 
with them.’? As soon as convenient after their arrival, the ques- 
tion of their location was deliberately considered; and it was de- 
termined with entire unamimnity, and upon grounds satisfactery to 
your committee. that it was expedient for both o! them to remain in 
counexion with the unssion at Bombay; one of them to occupy a 
station at Mahim, on the northern part of the istand of Bombay, and 
the other at ‘I'anna, on the island of Salsette. 

With the same unanimity the station at Mahim was assigned to 
Mr. Graves; and from that place, under date of March 27th, Mr. 
Graves writes: “Our separation would not be so far that we could 
hot occasionally consult and assist each other. ‘They had already 
two schools at Mahim, and two or tiree in its v icinity, so distant 
that it was tedious to supevintend then; and they judged it as easy 
for me to attain the language here as in Bombay, haviag intercourse 
only with natives. Accordingly, myself and wife removed to this 
place on the 7th inst. Weare about six miles from tie brethren. 
and seven or eight from the fort of Bombay; andl, owing to the diffi- 
culty and expense of any mode of conveyance, and the dan: ger of 
walking so far in this climate, neither of us can frequen tly meet 
With the brethren in their religious exercises: so that we sp end most 
of our Sabbaths with ourselves alone, attending religious exercises 
at theusual time. We are truly happy in our condition. ‘The 
place eontains nineteen thousand souls; the se, vicinity is 
also populous, and it is but about halfa mile across to a thick popu- 


* 
7 hens 
~ 


=. 


7 


ORS Viaheesedl 
. a Pee 


ay 4 
= 

fa T eee 

HP EP TG” 


“ 
AGT PEE ae ge ai Sto, 9. “i eae 
eo 


* 
ye 
See “ 


~ 


i~ 
wes 
Perr 4 


Shae sae 


- e 
Ade 


a Teal ss «~ - - 
. 
on ee ME 
Ae, vg dH € 
pF 
~~ a et 
he * ea | — 


a% 
te 
> “= i “oi 


~ rpray 2e 
2 pega 
U . ¥ . ~_ 
« ~ 
> aad 
Ps 


Seetin  AO 
# i 

“+ 

bey, i 

















102 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGFR, 


lation on Salsette. You see, then, dear sir, that we need nothing 
but faithfulness and the Divine blessing to make us useful. For 
these we trust our christian friends will ever pray in our be hal!.— 
Mrs, Graves is attempting to instruct in English a number of Por- 
tuyuese and Hindoo boys in our verandah.” 

On the 11th of March. Mr Nichols visited Tanna, in company 
with Mr. Newell, and was courteously received by the magistrate, 
Mr. Babington, who remarked to him, that “there was on the island 
avery wide field for usefulness.” The island of Salsette, formerly 
separated from the northern part of the island of Bombay by a nar- 
ro» strait, but now connected with it by a causeway, contains a po- 
pulation of about sixty thousand Hindows, Parsees, Jews and Por- 
tuguese, but chiefty Hindoos, in a deplorable, abject and wretched 
condition. Tanna is the chief town, is distant from the mission 
house at Bombay about twenty-five miles. and commands the pass- 
age (about a furlong broad) from the island to the neighbouring con- 
tinent, where the principal language, both of Bombay and Salsette, 
is common toa population of about nine millions. Mr. Nichols ap- 

ears to have been pleased with the place, asa missionary station, 
and calculated on fixing his residence there, after spending a few 
months in studying the language with the brethren at Bombay. 

In the course of the last autumn Mr. and Mrs. Bardwell were 
visited with heavy affliction; first in the death of their infant son, 
and then; about two months afterw ards, in the severe and very dan- 
gerous sickness of Mr. Bardwell himself. But the Lord was gra- 
cious, and the life of his greatly beloved servant was precious in 
his sight. Blessed be his holy name. 

Beside these painful domestick visitations, from the 20th of May, 
1817, the latest date reported at our last anniversary, to the 6th of 
April of the present year, the latest date to be reported at this time, 
the mission sustained no special adversity; but was constantiy ad- 
vancing in its operations, with encouraging prosperity. Of the sys- 
tem of its operations, the principal parts are preaching, printing, 
and dispersing portions of the scriptures ind other books and tracts, 
and the instruction of children ir schools. 

Their manner of preaching was reported the last year with con- 
siderable particularity. It continues much the same. It is not to 
congregations regular!y convened for the purpose at set times and 
places; but *Wisdem crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the 
streets; she criethin the chief p'ace of concourse; in the openings 
of the gates; by the way, in the places of the patiis; at the coming 
in at the doors; in the city she uttereth her words.” Every day our 
indefatigab’e missiunaries are engaged in this, which they justly 
consider as the first and highest part of their works addressing 
themselves, as they find opp: rtuuity, to individuals, to families, to 
assemblages, sma: ‘| and large, on various occasions, avd at different 
place s—espe cially on sacred. occasions, and at the temples of dumb 
loos: ca'ling upon the deluded votaries to turn from these vaffities 
unto the living God, and powiting them to *the fountain opened for 
Sth - a! nd for all uucleanuess 
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Before the arrival of Mr. Graves, now stationed at Mahim, Mr. 
Newell spent several weehs at that place, “where he preached the 
gospel to many who never heard it before” And besides preach- 
ing to the natives in the language of the country, the brethren have 
statedly, during the year, preached in English, at the mission house, 
en the Sabbath, and at the fort on Phursday evening. 

With ardent hope, they look forward to the time when, by the 
free will offerings of christians, dwelling at home im their ceiled 
houses, and enjoying the fulness of blessings with which the God 
of all grace has so richly endowed his American Zion, they will be 
enabled tu erect a house for his name, for his stated worship, and 
for the publick exhibition of his great salvation among the heathen, 
with whom they sojourn; and when, in that land of darkness avd of 
the shadow of death, He will find ahabitation, where He will detizht 
to appear in his glory, to bless the provisions of His house, and to 
fill the famishing, perishing poor with bread. 

In the report of the last year. it was stated that, with almost un- 
exampled diligence, and pains, and perseverance. they had gotten 
their printing press into operation, and printed fifteen hundred co- 
pies of a scripture tract, of eight pages octavo, in the Mahratta lan- 
guage. They have since printed a large edition of the Gospel of 
Matthew, of the Acts of the Apostles. and of another tract consist- 
ing of select portions of scripture; all of which are translations 
made by themselves into the same language. They had a'so at their 
last date, commenced the printing of a book, which they had prepa- 
red for their schools. Specimens of their work have been sent 
home, and have been pronounced by competent jadzes here, to be 
ina good style of e xecution. 

They have engag?i!, besides, to print an edition of the Gospel of 
Matthew, for the Bombay Bole Society. 

Before they commenced printing themselves, they had procured 
five thousand copies of a tract in the Guzeratte language to de print. 
ed for them. *The greater part of these,” they say, *have been dis- 
tributed. The two Mahratta tracts, printed by us, are very near 
exhausted, and several hundred copies of the Guspel of Matthew 
have also been distributed.” 

In regard te taking heathen children to be brought up as chris 
tians, er to be educate d in tue mission family, your committee have 
not the means of reporting so tullv as the y cou. td wish As itisa 
part of the general system, in which net a few of the fr ends vf tie 
cause have taken a particular and lively laterest, the committee have 
felt in regard to ita very wakeful so! ticitude, lest by any mea.s the 
benevolent feelings and lhepes of sndiviauais and secieties should in 
any respect be disappointed. If, however, circumstacees ve uu y 


considered, it will aah be thought strange, tf littie, in this part, das 
yet been done. At is only about two years sinee Conirion 8 
donations tor this pai ticular wdject bes gaa ty oe recervet: at Use trea- 
Surry; and but little more than a year, siice tie first reuaitamees for 


it cou.d have been received in India. ihe domesticXk stale or tue 
Missionaries was then such. as net to admit of their tmmeuortely ta- 
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king many children into the family; and some time would of course 
be required for selecting and obtaining suitable objects of the cha- 
rity. But the mission has since been enlarged by accessions of per- 
sons of both sexes; their advantages for taking children are of course 
increased: and ne doubt should be entertained. that. in dué time,a 
good account will be rendered in regard to this object,in which the 
missionaries themselves have expressed a very deep interest. 

It would be the highest joy of the comm: ittee, could they commu: 
nicate to their brethren of this board and of the christian commu. 
ty, intelligence of signal success at Bombay, in the conversion of 
many from darkness unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. This joy they have not yet. In regard to success i» this re- 
spect, our beloved and devoted missionaries express themseives in 
moving terms. 

It would show a deplorable defect of faith, it would be an impi- 
ous affront to the God of the Gospe!. and all its promises and grace 
and power, to be discouraged because the desired success is not im- 
mediately seen. The husbandman is not discouraged, because he 
does not see iis fields white for the harvest as sconas he begins to 
clear his grounds, to plough, or to sow. The merchant is not dis- 
conraved because his coffers or his warehouses are not filled with 
the avails of his enterprise as soon as tne preparations for the voy- 
age are commenced, or his sh p gets out to sea. How often, even 
in this land, where the darkness aud corruptions, and long estab- 
lished n.ummeries and superstitions of the most debasing and besot- 
ting idolatries are not first to be cleared away, do faithful and de- 
vote niinisters of Christ labour among their people a much longer 
8 than the m:ssionaries have bi en jabuuring at Bombay. with ve- 

y ‘ttle, if any. visible success? How long did the missionaries 
+ le Europe labour at Tranquebar, and haw iong in Bengal, before 
their hearts were cheered with any considerable fruits? Who 
should be discouraged, after what has been witnessed in Eimeo and 
Oralieite? A nation born in a day. after twenty years of missionary 
labours and sufferings, under circumstances of the darkest and most 
cheerless aspect! 

Success, in the actual conversion of the heathen, cannot indeed 
be too earnestly desired; and when granted, is encouraging and 
animating .and tobe acknow ledged with the most devout th rankful- 
ness, Becedie: however. is not the rule of duty. nor the test of ex- 

ediency. Itis the commandment of the EverLasrine Gop, that 
his word should be made known among all nations—that the gospel 
should be preached unto every creature. The question is, has this 
commandment been fulfilled? Have we done, or are we doing, i 
obedience to it, all that belones to us—all that we can? It ill be- 
comes christians, especially at this late day, to fold their hands, and 
pt udently wait to see the success of missions, before they Jend their 
aid to the work. What if all were to assume this attitude? ‘The 
iast trumpet would sound before the work would begin! As little 
does tt become those, who are engaced in this cause. to be discoura- 
ved—still less those. who are standing idle in regard to it, to justily 
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their negligence, on account of any supposed failure or slowness of 
success. It is ours, in humble and cheerful obedience to the com- 
mand, to do what we can for the publication of the gospel—it is God's 
to determine the effect. If the desired success be delayed, it is a 
reason for the prayer, “Lord increase our faith, our diligence, our 
willingness to make exertions and sacrifices’’—no reason for the 
abatement of our zeal. 

At Bombay, by means of christian efforts and tiberalities in this 
country, the gospel has already been published to thousands, to 
whom it was unknown; and a system of operations is advancing for 
its eventual publication to thousands and millions more. Let all 
who have a part in this work, rejoice in what has been done: look 
well to what they have yet todo; and trust the event with Him to 
whom it belongs. 


( To be continued. ) 





NEW HAVEN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Committee of the Ausiliary Bible Society. for the city and 
county of Wew Haven, respectfully submit the following 


REPORT. 


The operations of the society during the past year, have been 
principally confined to the purchase of Bibles from the parent soci- 
ety, and their distribution to the several branches in the various 
parts of the country. 

As the business of the society is of a somewhat general nature, 
and is transacted with the officers of the branch societies, rather 
than with individuals, it cannot be expected that our reports will 
furnish those interesting details, which are often found in the re- 
ports of those societies which are smaller, and have more direct 
communications with the individuals who contribute to our funds, 
and those also who are the recipients of our charities. These de- 
tails are known to the officers of the various branches; but these 
officers preferring to distinguish themselves by acting in the busi- 
hess of the society, rather than by writing accounts of what they 
do, have not, except in one or two instances, furnished any mate- 
rials proper to be submitted to the society. 

During the past vear the society has purchased and distributed 
one hundred and sixteen Bibles. 

Since the last annual meeting, a branch society has been estab- 
lished in Guildford, North Bristol Society, which has sent in a con- 
tribution of $17 25 in aid of our funds, accompanied with the re- 
quest that three Bibles might be returned. This request has been 
complied with. 

in the month of January last, the treasurer received a donation 
of five dollars from Isaac Bronson, esq. one of the society's agents 
in the town of Wolcott. This donation was accompanied by a tet- 
ter from the donor, so replete with piety and zeal for the increase 
uf charitabie exertions, that the committee have annexed it to thei: 
report, 
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The same individual, having as vet failed to establish a branch in 
that town, and having formed the pious resolution, that ‘as for him 
and his house he will serve the Lord.” has formed his family intoa 
Bible association, and has this day sent to the treasurer of the soci- 
ciety the sum of six dollars, accompanied with a letter, annexed to 
this report. 

The number of branch societies, including the last mentioned as- 
sociation. is now nine. The sum which has been contributed by 
them is about one hundred and seventy dollars. Other donations to 
the society, make its income, during the last year, two hundred dol- 
lars. Of this sum eighty-five dolls. have been remitted to the Ame- 
rican Bible society, for the purchase of Bibles, and the remainder 
after deducting contingent expences, has been also remitted to the 
same society as a donation, to be by them applied to promote the 
general objects of the institution. 

The committee, in conclusion, beg leave to remind the agents, 
and also the individual members of the society, that what has been 
done hitherto, is, under God, to be attributed to the exertions which 
were made by them and the officers of the society at its first forma- 
tion, and during a few months subsequent to that event. Human 
nature is such, that a!] valuable objects lose their importance, in 
publick and individual estimation; and all valuable institutions go 
to decay, unless they are often brought into view, made the subject 
of thought and inquiry, and revived and promoted by resolute and 
persevering exertions. accompanied with humble and fervent pray- 
er. Impressed with this truth, your committee would earnestly in- 
treat all the triends of the Bible to rouse themselves to greater ex- 
ertions and more fervent prayers tor the prosperity of this institu- 
tion, that it may be increased and continued, until it shall become 
useless by the arrival of that glorious day, when it shall no longer 
be necessary for one man to say unto another, know the Lord,” 
because all shall be taught of God. 

The following are extracts of letters referred to in the Report, from 
one of the Society’s Agerts., 
Wotcort, Dec. 29, 1817. 

I have, sir, sent enclosed the small pittance of five dollars, as a 
subscription tothe New Haven County Bible society for this year: 
and should God in his great mercy spare my life another year, and 
so prosper me that it is in my power, I hope to enlarge it. But my 
circumstances are such, that | can do little more than to stand still 
and behoid the glory of God, and rejoice in the marvelious loving 
kindness of the Lord to the christians of the present day; that he 
has put it into their hearts, aud blessed them with the honour, and 
the privilege, and happiness, of contributing of their property and 
their exertions for God and his glory. Ilever I coveted the abund- 
ance of the rich it is now, that [ might give it unto the Lord. But, 
sir, I am sensible I have already outrun the bounds of decency, and 
wearied your patience. I wili make no excuse, but the interesting 
nature of the subject: I love to talk of it, if 1 can do nothing more. 
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Permit me, therefore, in closing, to apply the words of the Psalmist 
to the blessed Bible society, and say concerning it— 


May peace attend thy gates, 

And joy within thee wait, 
To bless the soul of every guest; 

The man that seeks thy peace, 

Aad wishes thine increase, * 
Ten thousand blessings on him rest. " 


Iam, ‘sir, with sentiments of respect and esteem, your sincere 


friend and humble servant, : 
ISAAC BRONSON. 
Samuel J. Hitchcock, esq. | 


Wotcotr, Oct. 19, 1818. 
Sir—Two months ago, I hoped ere this, to have had the pleasure 
of informing you that a branch Bible society had been formed in this 
town. My hopes have not as yet been realized. Still I hope the 
Spirit of God is in some degree moving upon the face of the waters. 
It appears to me there are a number who are only waiting for more. 

Being loth to wait longer for others, myself and five of my famil 
have associated, and I herewith transmit you six dollars, the small 
pittance of our first contribution. We are allin low circumstances, 
and can do but very little indeed; but we pray God to make that 
little effectual in sending the word of life to some one poor Negro, 
Indian, or Hottentot; and we wi!l bless his name through eternity. 
While we lament we have not the ability and the disposition to fol- 
low the illustrious example of a Boudinot, we are not ashamed to 
tread in the footsteps of the poor widow, and cast in our two mites; 
it being our utmost ambition to have our Glorious Redeemer and 
Judge say of us as of the blessed woman, Mark xiv. 8—*She hath 

done what she could.” 
I am, sir, with respect, yours, &c. 
ISAAC BRONSON. 
Samuel J. Hitchcock, esq. treasurer B. S. 





—— 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 


The following thoughts by the Rev. Andrew Fuller, were origina!!y 
drawn up in the form of a circular letter, and addressed to the 
baptist churches in England. They are so admirably adapted to 
the purity and prosperity of our churches in general, that we are 
‘induced to republish them. 


_ When the apostles, by the preaching of the word, had gathered 
in any place a sufficient number of individuals to the fait!: of Christ. 
it was their uniform practice, for the further promotion of his king- 
dom in that place, to form them into a religious society, or christian 
church. Being thus associated in the name of Christ, divine wor- 
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ship was carried on, christian ordinances observed, holy discipline 
maintained, and the word of life, as the light by the golden candle. 
sticks, exhibited. Amongst them our Lord Jesus Christ, as the high 
priest of our pr ofession, is represented as walking; observing the 
good,and applauding it; pointing out the evil, and censuring if; and 
holding up life and immortality to those who should overcome the 
temptations of the present state. 

Let us suppose him to walk amongst our several churches. and to 
address us as ne addressed the seven churches in Asia. We trust 
he would find some things to approve; but we are also apprc¢.ens ve - 
that he would find many things to censure. Let us then look nar- 
rowly into the discipline of the primitive churches, and compare 
ours with it. 

By discipline, however, we do not mean to include the whole of 
the order of a christian church; but shall at this time confine our 

attention to that part of church government which consists in— 

A mutual watch over one another, and the conduct we are direct- 
ed to pursue in cases of disorder. 

A great part of our duty consists in cultivating what is lovely, 
but this is not the whole of it; we must prune as well as plant, if we 
would bear much fruit, and be Christ’s disciples. One of the things 
applauded in the church of Ephesus was, that they could not bear 
those who were evil. 

y et we are not to suppose from hence that no irregularity or im- 
perfection whatever is an object of forbearance. LI uniformity be 
required in such a degree that every difference in judgment or 
practice shall occasion a separation, the churches may be always 
dividing wito par ties, which we are persuaded was never encour aved 
by the aposties of our Lord, and cannot be justified in trivial or 
ordinary cases. A contrary practice is expressly taught us in the 
epistle to the Romans; (ch. xiv.) and the cases in which it 1s to be 
exercised are there pointe ‘d out. An object of forbearance, howe- 
ver, must be one that may exist without bem x an occasion of dispure, 
and wrangling in the church; it must not be to doubtful disputa- 
tions; ver. 1. It must also respect things which do not enter into 
the essence of God’s kingdom, tie leading principles of whicn are 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost; ver. 16,17. That 
which does not subvert the gospel of the kingdom, nor set aside the 
authority of the king, though it be an imper fection, is yet to be borne 

with. Finally, it must be something which does not destroy the 
work ol God, or which is not inconsistent with the progress of vital 
religion in the chure:, or in one’s own soul, ver. 20. In all such 
cases, we are not to judge one another, but every man’s conscience 
is to be his judges ver. 25. 

In attending to those things which are the proper objects of dis- 
cipsine our first concern should be to see, that all our measures are 
aimed at the good of the party, and the honour of God. Both these 
euds are pou.ted out in the cause of the Corinthian offender. All 
was tu ve done that his spirit might be saved in the day of tie Lord, 
and to clear themselves as a church, from being partakers of his sin. 





JHE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 109 


If these ends be kept in view, they will preserve us from much er- 
rourss particularly, from the two great evils into which churches are 
in danger of falling, false, lenity. and unchristian severity. There 
is often a party found ina community, who, under the name of ten- 
derness, are for neglecting all wholesome discipline; or if this can- 
not be accomplished, for delaying it to the utmost. Such persons 
are commonly the advocates for disorderiy walkers, especially if 
they be their particular friends or relations. ‘Their language is, 
«he that is without sin, let him cast the first stone. My brother 
hath fallen to-day, and I may fall to-morrow.” This spirit, though 
it exists only in individuals, provided they be persons of any weight 
or influence, is frequent!y known to impede the due execution of 
the laws of Christ; and if it pervade the community, it will soon 
reduce it to the lowest state of degeneracy. Such for a time was 
the spirit of the Corinthians; but wnen brought to a proper sense of 
things, what carefulness is wrought in them, yea what clearing of 
themselves, vea what indignation, yea what fear, yea what vehement 
desire, yea what zeal, yea what revenge. In opposing the extreme 
of false tenderness, others are in danger of falling into unfeeling 
severity. This spirit will make the worst of every thing, and lead 
men to convert the censures of the church into weapons of private 
revenge. Persons of this description know notof what mauner of 
spiritthey are. They lose sight of the good of the offender. It is 
not love that operates in them; for love worketh no evil. The true 
medium between these extremes is, a union of mercy 4nd truth, 
Genuine mercy is combined with faithfulness, and genuine faithful- 
ness with mercy; aud this is the only spirit that is likely to purge 
iniquity; Prov. xvi. 6. Connivance will produce indifference; and 
undue severity will arm the offender with prejudice, and so harden 
him in sins but the love of God and of our brother's soul are adapt- 
ed to answer every good end. If we love God, like Levi, we shall 
know no man after the flesh, nor acknowledge our nearest kindred; 
but shall observe his word and keep his covenant. And if we love 
the soul of our brother, we shall say, “he is fallen to-day, and I will 
reprove him for his good; I may fail to-morrow, and then let him 
deal the same with me.”? Love is the grand secret of church disci- 
pline, and will do more than all other things put together towards 
msuring success. 

In the exercise of discipline, it is necessary to distinguish be- 
tween faults which are the consequence of sudden temptation, and 
such as are the result of premeditation and habit. The former re- 
quires a compassionate treatment; the latter a greater portion of 
Severity. The sin of Peter in denying his Lord was great, and if 
noticed by the enemies of Christ, might bring great reproach upon 
his cause; yet compared with the sin of Solomon, it was little. He 
first gave way to licentiousness, then to idoiatry, and on finding 
that God, as a punishment for his sin, had given ten tribes to Jero- 
boam, he sought to kill him. Cases like this are im nediately dan- 
serous, and require a prompt and decided treatment, and in which 
hesitating tenderness would be the heighth of crnelty. “Of some have 
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compassion, making a difference: others save with fear, pullin 
them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh,” 
Jude 22, 3. Gal. vi. 1. 

In all our admonitions, regard should be had to the age and char- 
acter of the party. An elder as well as other men may be in fanit, 
and a fault that may require to be noticed; but let him be told of it 
in a tender and respectful manner. While you expostulate with 
i sep men on a footing of equality, pay a deferrence to aye and 
office. — 

‘Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him asa father, and the youn- 

er men as brethren.” 1. Tim, v. 1. 

In the due execution of christian discipline, there are many things 
to be done by the members of churches individually; and it is upon 
the proper discharge of these duties, that much of the peace and 

urity of achurch depends, If we be faithful to one anotner, there 
will be but few occasions for publick censure. Various improprie- 
ties of conduct, neglects of duty, and dec!ensions in the pr ver of 
godliness, are the pr per objects of pastoral admonition. I. 18 one 
essential branch of this office to “rebuke and exhort with all long 
suifering.” 2. Tim. iv. 2. Nor is this work confined to pastors; chris- 
tians are directed to “admonish one another.” Rom. xv. 14. Indeed 
there are things which a wise and affectionate people will be con- 
cerned to take upon themselves, lest a prejudice should be contract- 
ed against the ministry, which may prevent its good effects. This 
iy peculiarly necessary in the settling of differences, in which whole 
families may be interested, and in which it is extremely difficult to 
avoid the suspicion of partiality. 

( To be continued.) 


ADDRESS TO YOUTH. 


My Dear Youtnu—Tise season of youth may be well said to be 
that of hope and promise. You are the hope of your dear and be- 
loved parents; and, if you are training in the ways of godliness, 
the hope of the church, and the hope of your country. Youth is 
the season of buds and blossoms. Yours, I trust look fair, and 
premise well, and my earnest desire is that your fruits may be good 
and graceful, and so abundant that no one hope formed of you, by 
those whose eyes are fixed upon you, may ever fail. 

But I wish to speak to you a litt'e, not avout the hopes which 
others form concerning you, but of the hopes whic swell your own 
bosoms, and are now acting upon yourselves. Wiil you then lis- 
ten for a few minutes to one whois your friend,and who has, years 
ago, been at the age at which you now are? 

You to whom thts Magazine will come, will not be of the wholly 
uninstructed: I may, therefore, fairly reckon upon your knowing 
that hope is an important passion, and whether of good or bad ten- 
dency, is very influential upon practice. Indeed, it is almost pro- 
vervial, that a man without hope, (which is equivalent to being in 
despair) is but as dead. Hope gives life and elasticity to every 
effort. He who hopes to become a proficieut in any pursuit, is 
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cheered by that hope of SUCCESS, to labour ardently to attain it: he 
then pursues his object steadily. The man of law makes legality 
his chief study. Medicine, and whatever relates to the healing art, 
occupies chiefly the intended physician: and tue affairs of com- 
merce, hin who hopes to succeed as a merchant. The Chymist— 
how greatly does he labour! and the literary man, who looks for 
length of fame—how unwearied! What sacrifices is he not ready 
to make!—and why? Lively hope stimulates him. 

Perseverance is a sure and noble fruit of hope in exercise. Hope 
is calied an anchor of the soul, because it keeps it steady and firm. 
Currents cannot drift the ship away. Winds may fiercely blow, 
and waves tumultuous rise in vain, while the anchor holds. So im- 

ortant is the anchor to the mariner, that the anchor in due weight, 
and its cable of due size, are among the main equipments for the 
voyage. Not less essential is hope as to the voyage of life, and 
this my dear youth, 1s that to which I want to bring your attention. 

Each ship must have its own anchor, and each youth must have 
his own hope—one suited to himself as to this life; but every one 
should have for a sheet anchor, “a good hope through grace!” 

My question to each of you is, have you this hoper Have you 
ever seriously thought about it? You are, I trust, so well informed 
as not to need that I should tell you, that a mere general hope is 
little better than a fool’s paradise. If such a hope as that be wor- 
thy the name of an anchor, it is an anchor of so light weight, that it 
will only deceive those who trust to it. ‘The first strong current, 
a blast of contrary wind, or the swellings of the billows of affliction, 
will show that it does not, because it cannot become a hold to the 
soul. A true hope must be a definite and well considered nope, 
and is a fully approved expectation. 

Have you, my dear youth, yet more than in a general manner set 
outfor a chosen, a fixed destination?—one which your determina- 
tion is to arive at, if possible, and that vou will bend to its attain- 
ment, every facuity you possess? A ship bound to a particular 
port looks to no other destination; does not go on a wild cruise: 
looks not into every harbour; but constant!y does her utmost to 
lay her course. ‘Contrary winds may sometimes impede: currents 
may cause her to fall to leeward of the right track; but she beats 
up with unwearied toil against adverse winds, and steers so as to 
avoid the effects of currents which would take her from her course. 
Ifshe ever comes to anchor, it is but for a time; waiting a more fa- 
vourable gale, or the change of a resistingtide. Hope never for- 
sakes the master’s mind—he subdues courageously ali the ebsiacles 
which he can overcome, and he waits patientiy the termination of 
those wnich he cannot conquer. But he is always «i ige.+tly wateh- 
ing for the first moment in which he can proceed for his destined 
haven, towards which hope streches out her neck, and gives him 
Wings to ty. 

How few of us can bear comparison with the mariner, if inquired 
of as to our professed object of gaining the realms of eve-lasting joy! 
How many in a christian land! how many in what, in England, is 
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called the religious world, may, if this be the description of hope, be 
said to begin and end life? s devious cruise without it. You, my 
friends, are heginning your voyage. Will vou act so unwisely?— 

Forbid it every thing for which you were created! Be yours the 





‘ choice of the people “of Israel, who joyfully acknowledged “the 


Lord he is God!’—~and yours the resolution of Joshua. “As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.’ Let your fixed thought be 
upon your professed point of destination—heaven! Let your trea- 
sure be there, that your heart may be there also. Delight and cheer 
vour way with frequent contemplation of its pleasures; growing 
hope of mingling for ever with the spirits of the just made perfect, 
will purify your life. Hope is lively, and always operative. ‘The 
constant tendency of the hope of the gospel is to purge away sin. 
Cherish then to your utmost, that good hope through grace, which is 
built upon Christ, the rock of ages. Feed that hope by a daily re- 
currence to gospel promises. Examine whether your hope be in ex- 
ercise. If it faint, renéw it by a diligent use of the means of grace, 
and so “may the God of hope fil! you with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost!” | Fouth’s Magazine. 

— 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


cP Subscribers in Fredericktown, will much oblige the Editor 
by paying the two dollars advance, now due on the fourth volume of 
the Messenger, into the hands of the Rev. Parrick Davipson, one 
of his agents in that place. 

BO Subscribers in Hagerstown, are requested to pay all mo- 
nies due the Editor, to Mr. Wittram Kreps. 

> Subscribers in Middletown, will please to pay all monies 
due the Editor, to Mr. H. G. Oneat. 

pcp The following gentlemen are authorised, and respectfully 
requested! to receive all monies due the Editor, in the places where 
they resides and all subscriber« in those places will please to settle 
up thei accounts as svon as possible:—Mr. MitnrGan. Georgetown 
—Mr. James M-Dowe t. Alexandria—Mr. JounJouns, Chambers- 
burg—Hev. Dantet Eviiot, Mercersburg—Mr. Wa. Brookins, 
Shippensburg—anii Dr. SAMUEL AGNEW. Harrisburg. 

gc All the above named gentlemen will please to trans nit the 
monies they may receive by mail, to the Editor, at Rockville, Mont- 
gomery county, (Md.) 

gc All other subscribers in the country, are requested to for- 
ward momes due for the Messenger by mail, to Mr. Joun D. Tor, 
printer, corner of Market and Light streets, Baitimore. 

‘mth Spal 


NOTICE TO! PRINTERS. 


go> All publishers of papers and period tical works, with whom 
the Editor exchanges, are requested, i m future, to direct their pa- 
pers to Rocicvilie, Jdentgomery county, (Md.) 
















